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On August 31, 2022, in recognition of 
International Overdose Awareness Day, DuPage 
County Health Department unveiled a Narcan 
Vending Machine. The Machine dispenses a 
free Narcan kit which includes two doses of 
naloxone nasal spray.

The Narcan Vending Machine is conveniently 
located inside the lobby of the Linda A. Kurzawa 
Community Center (115 N. County Farm Rd, 
Wheaton) where mental health services and 
substance use treatment is offered. Not only 
does this reduce barriers in accessing Narcan, 
but it also reduces the stigma associated with 
getting it.

The Narcan Vending machine is the first of its 
kind in DuPage County and a vital resource 
for people in the community to reduce the 
amount of opioid related deaths and save lives.  
The vending machine has dispensed more than 
450 Narcan kits since its launch.

The DuPage Narcan Program also offers free 
Narcan to community members through a 
mailout program. In 2022, 368 Narcan kits were 
mailed out. Information about requesting a kit 
can be found at hopedupage.org.

The most important trend is that fentanyl 
has become the major drug causing 
death. There was also an increase in 
polypharmacy, meaning 
there were multiple drugs 
found in the system.”Dr. Richard A. Jorgensen

DuPage County Coroner
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The DuPage Narcan Program has over 100 
participating partner organizations, including law 
enforcement, community based organizations, 
fire departments, government, schools, colleges, 
libraries, and treatment and recovery. As the DNP 
grows to improve overdose prevention education 
and Narcan access in the community, several 
partners have demonstrated success:

John Caldwell and James Weaver from the 
Lisle-Woodridge Fire District implemented a 
Narcan leave behind program for community 
members after responding to an overdose.

Jean Muno, RN at Northwestern Medicine 
Central DuPage Hospital, has been providing 
overdose prevention training and Narcan to 
patients in Behavioral Health programs. 

Laura Grabowski, Certified School Nurse at 
Glenbard East High School, received training on 
overdose prevention and Naloxone administration 
through the DNP, and has been instrumental 
in making the school prepared to respond to 
overdoses.
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